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Distinguished Consul General Qiu Xuejun,
Respected guests, scholars and experts:

Good afternoon!
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It 18 my great honor to attend this seminar co-hosted by the
Chinese Consulate General in Munich and the Schiller Institute of
Germany, themed “Implementing the Four Global Initiatives &
Building a Community with a Shared Future for Mankind”. On

behalf of Dunhuang Academy, I would like to extend my sincere

greetings to all experts and delegates present today.
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Dunhuang in China, home to the Dunhuang Academy, stands as
a vital thoroughfare on the ancient Silk Road. Over 2,000 years ago,
Emperor Wu of the Western Han Dynasty dispatched Zhang Qian to
visit the Western Regions twice in 138 BCE and 119 BCE, which
opened up the full stretch of the Eurasian Silk Road. Gansu Province
in China constituted a core segment of this ancient trade route, to the
east lay Chang’an and Luoyang, and further eastward, the Korean
Peninsula and the Japanese Archipelago. To the west, the road
wound through the Western Regions (modern Xinjiang), crossed the
Congling Mountains (the present-day Pamir Plateau), and stretched
to Central Asian nations including Afghanistan and Uzbekistan,
India in South Asian, Persia in West Asian (modern Iran), and even
Greece in Southern Europe along the Mediterranean coast. Historical
records described Dunhuang, at the western end of Gansu, as a
convergence point of Chinese and foreign civilizations. The
millennia-long prosperity of the Silk Road fueled exchanges
between Eastern and Western civilizations, enriching the forms and

connotations of Chinese civilization. This cultural fusion gave birth

to the Mogao Grottoes of Dunhuang, which constructed between the
4th and 14th centuries, featuring 735 caves, 45,000 square meters of

murals, over 2,000 painted sculptures, plus more than 70,000




cultural relics and manuscripts unearthed from the Library Cave. In
December 1987, the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO
inscribed the Mogao Grottoes on the World Cultural Heritage List,
confirming it satisfies all six criteria for world cultural heritage. This
designation attests that the Dunhuang Grottoes represent cultural
heritage of outstanding universal value to humanity.
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Dunhuang cultural heritage, which embodied by Mogao cave
art and Library Cave manuscripts, is rooted in Chinese civilization
while extensively absorbing and integrating diverse foreign
civilizations. It embodies core cultural traits of openness,
inclusiveness, mutual learning and coexistence. For instance, the
wall paintings dating back to the early 5th century feature Greek
Tonic columns—traces of Greek culture transmitted via Central Asia
to Dunhuang. The architectural layouts in the early period caves at
Mogao, such as meditation caves and central pillar caves, alongside
Buddha and Bodhisattva sculptures and wall paintings, blending
Buddhist artistic traditions from Gandhara, Mathura and Gupta, and
even imagery of the Hindu deity Vinayaka with an elephant head,
bearing clear Indian influences of South Asia. Wall paintings depict
kings clad in costumes from various Central Asian regions; letters
written in Sogdian scripts left by Sogdian merchants have been
discovered along the Great Wall in the north of Dunhuang; paintings
show women from the Kingdom of Kang performing the Sogdian
Whirling Dance—all vivid testaments to Central Asian cultural
influence. Painting depictions of armored warhorses, pearl roundel

patterns, glassware, unearthed Persian silver coins, alongside




Manichaean scriptures, images of Zoroastrian goddesses and
Nestorian texts from the Library Cave, reflecting cultural exchanges
with West Asian Persia. The Wutai Mountain Map, painted in the
10th centliry, portrays the Silla Pagoda, Silla pilgrims and envoys
from Goryeo, capturing cultural links with ancient East Asian
civilizations on the Korean Peninsula... In short, the Mogao Grottoes
stand as an extraordinary spiritual, cultural and artistic monument
forged by converging diverse civilizations along the Silk Road,
encapsulating the inclusive and coexistent spirit inherent to Chinese
civilization.

28 AL AR A S e Ak Bl 2, A R e Al e B R
EHEEE. ATSHELEFERL TREE (HAFMETARL. X
AR —E) P THRBAEE G ZHRAFELEL G LSH
XHEFEHET, A LG WEAXAEFNEZRA T ZHE
RegLwilE. AL -0 ELEFFERLH TEAES TX
FEAERETE (SRER) AFAKMGER. “ZRILH
HE” RERAEATOHAEGERREES LT, RITELT
B fhtfl, R RAEE EENE. FH. AUR AR
K. ¥ E 2 EIREATERNRERHEAR, BAHKT L
Xt H K, a7 &R E SEH L6 7 AT T B REF AR
RHAFEN, BREFHFINLERAM, wREFL L (FTFXD
CEZEY (FREIY CRAXH) %, XAPmRE, £




EEE A, BE. AEEFEHIAF X BNER, AT
EHE RS RE BEAH)ZH M.

Dunhuang culture not only welcomed foreign influences into
China, but also carried Chinese civilization outward to far-reaching
lands. A piece of 8th-century painting at Mogao portrays the Indian
monk Buddhapali from Kapisha (northeast present Afghanistan and
Kashmir) visiting Wutai Mouhtain in Shanxi Province to pay
homage to Manjushri during the reign of Emperor Gaozong in Tang
dynasty, which providing evidence that Wutai Mountain, sacred to
Manjushri, earned widespread recognition across the ancient world.
Paintings from the 9th to 10th centuries depict Tang imperial envoy
Wang Xuance worshipping at the sacred water and fire pool in Nepal
(ancient Nepal). The three interlocking rabbits motif, first appearing
in 6th-century Mogao paintings, is likely an original Chinese artistic
creation that later spread to Pakistan, Iran, Syria and across Europe.
Han Buddhist art transmitted westward through Dunhuang has been
unearthed across Central Asia, including a stone statue carved by Du
Huaibao dating to the 7th century discovered in Kyrgyzstan. Primers

and household educational texts excavated from the Library
Cave—such as the Thousand-Character Classic, Hundred Family

Surnames, Primer of Essential Learning and Family Instructions of

Lord Tai Gong—shaped youth education and spread widely to Japan,




Korea, Vietnam and other neighboring countries within the ancient
Chinese character cultural sphere, demonstrating the far-reaching
global influence of ancient Chinese educational philosophy.
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Drawing on the broad all-embracing spirit of Chinese
civilization, which continuously absorbs excellent cultural
achievements from overseas, the unique Dunhuang culture and the
Silk Road spirit took shape. The Dunhuang Academy is a
comprehensive research institution with task for the management of
cultural heritage sites such as the Mogao Grottoes in Dunhuang,
Maijishan Grottoes in Tianshui, Binglingsi Grottoes in Yongjing,
Yulin Grottoes in Guazhou, Western Thousand Buddha Caves in

Dunhuang, and Beishiku Temple in Qingyang. It has now developed
to be China's culture and museum management institution and

national key cultural relic protection site with the largest number of




World Cultural Heritage sites and covering the widest regional scope.
For 82 years since its establishment, it has always taken the
conservation, research, and promotion of cultural heritage sites such
as the Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes as its major mission and
responsibility.
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Firstly, jointly safeguarding humanity’s shared heritage. In
order to  preserve Dunhuang’s cultural legacy for posterity, we
have established a comprehensive scientific conservation system
integrating preventive and emergency protection. We have

developed proprictary core technologies, standardized norms and
specialized equipments for cultural heritage conservation and digital
documentation. We have built the China-Kyrgyzstan Joint
Laboratory for Cultural Heritage Conservation under the Belt and
Road Initiative. Our research outcomes in heritage conservation
have been applied to over 150 archacological sites nationwide, and

shared with countries along the Belt and Road.
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Secondly, advancing Dunhuang Studies as a thriving academic
field. We fully explore the multifaceted value of the Mogao Grottoes,
Library Cave artifacts, and conduct in-depth cross-disciplinary
research covering cave art, cave archaeology, Dunhuang manuscripts,
historical geography, ethnic studies and religious research. We have
published a large number of internationally influential academic
works, and launched globally accessible digital platforms including
the Digitai Dunhuang and Digital Library Cave. We actively support

scholars worldwide to narrate the Dunhuang stories and amplify

China’s cultural voice.
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Thirdly, advancing the Belt and Road Initiative through cultural

exchanges. We foster international cultural dialogue via both




outbound and inbound exchange programs. We host advanced
International training workshops for cultural heritage conservators,
international academic conferences including the Dunhuang Forum,
and serial cultural events such as Global Linking of Dunhuang
Cultural and Dunhuang Culture Weeks. These initiatives serve as a

vital cultural bridge for exchange and cooperation among Belt and

Road partner countries.
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Today, all countries share the mission of pursuing peace and
development, in order to understand the present by learning from the
past, we pray that all countries will draw on the historical experience
of cultural exchange and integration left to us by the ancient Silk
Road and Dunhuang cultural heritage, uphold the concept of
openness and inclusiveness, promote harmonious dialogue among

different civilizations, and achieve coexistence and prosperity

together.
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First of all, upholding harmony amid diversity, practicing the
philosophy of civilizational pluralism through coexistence.
Dunhuang was historically known as "a metropolis where Han and
ethnic people converge". Various artistic elements from China, India,
Greece, Persia and Central Asia, alongside diverse faiths, ethnic
groups, art forms and languages coexisted harmoniously here. This
history teaches us to reject theories of civilizational superiority and
civilizational clash. We must respect the indigenous cultures of

every nation, enabling all civilizations to shine in their own splendor

and thrive side by side.
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Second, rooting cultural development in native heritage,
unlocking contemporary value through inheritance and innovation.
Dunhuang culture takes Chinese civilization as its foundational
essence, embodying the wisdom of integrating foreign influences

and forging new creations from tradition. This aligns closely with




the Global Civilization Initiative. All nations should guard their own

cultural roots while embracing outstanding achievements from
global civilizations. We shall advance creative transformation and
innovative development of traditional culture, enabling ancient
civilizations to retain enduring vitality through the ages.
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Third, buildinging humanistic bridges, broadening channels for
mutual learning through multilateral cooperation. A thousand years
ago, merchants, monks and envoys built cross-border networks of
exchange centering on Dunhuang. Today, joint Belt and Road
cultural heritage conservation laboratories and the Digital Dunhuang
platform, etc. keep on connecting the world. We must sustain regular
international cultural exchange platforms, advance all-round
cross-border collaboration in cultural heritage conservation and
cultural dialogue, weave a tighter global network of civilizational
communication, and consolidate shared values for building a

community with a shared future for mankind.
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Thank you all. We warmly welcome everyone to Dunhuang for

visits, research and exchanges.




